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A Celebration of Life
Laura Lee Planche Graber

Order of Worship

Prelude Janie Greenway

Greeting & Word of Grace Reverend Silverio Sanchez

Prayer

*Hymn                             “On Eagle’s Wings”  

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life

Say to the Lord
“My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain
And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings

Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun

And hold you in the palm of His hand.

For to His angels He’s given a command
To guard you in all of your ways

Upon their hands they will bear you up
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Refrain

 “In the Sweet By and By”

There’s a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar;

For the Father waits over the way
To prepare us a dwelling place there.

Refrain:
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In the sweet by and by,
We shall meet on that beautiful shore;

In the sweet by and by,
We shall meet on that beautiful shore.

We shall sing on that beautiful shore
The melodious songs of the blessed;
And our spirits shall sorrow no more,

Not a sigh for the blessing of rest.

Refrain

To our bountiful Father above,
We will offer our tribute of praise
For the glorious gift of His love

And the blessings that hallow our days.

Refrain

Psalm 121

Personal Witness  Vallette Graber Windham

Scripture Readings  Proverbs 31:10-31 & Colossians 3:12-17

Message Reverend Jon Stouffer

Prayer

Commendation

*Hymn       “In the Sweet By and By”

Benediction

Postlude

*Please stand as you are able.
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“On Eagle’s Wings”

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord
Who abide in His shadow for life

Say to the Lord
“My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain
And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings

Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun

And hold you in the palm of His hand.

For to His angels He’s given a command
To guard you in all of your ways

Upon their hands they will bear you up
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Refrain
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“In the Sweet By and By”

There’s a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar;

For the Father waits over the way
To prepare us a dwelling place there.

Refrain:
In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore;
In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore.

We shall sing on that beautiful shore
The melodious songs of the blessed;
And our spirits shall sorrow no more,

Not a sigh for the blessing of rest.

Refrain

To our bountiful Father above,
We will offer our tribute of praise
For the glorious gift of His love

And the blessings that hallow our days.

Refrain
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Laura Lee Felicine Planche Graber was born in New Orleans on 
August 26, 1933, the only child of doting parents Laura Mae Kohnke 
and August John Planche, Jr.  She spoke often of her happy childhood 
in Covington, Louisiana, where she maintained her parents’ home and 
visited regularly until 2015.  She completed high school at Gulf Park 
College in Gulfport, Mississippi and then enrolled at LSU, where she 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority.  She later transferred to Sophie 
Newcomb College of Tulane University, earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education, and began a career as an elementary teacher in the public 
schools of New Orleans.

The course of Laura Lee’s life changed in 1956 when she met Bill Graber, 
a Tulane Medical School senior.  Laura Lee and Bill were married in 
Covington on February 1, 1958 and lived in New Orleans and Dallas while 
Bill continued his medical training.  Laura Lee supported the couple as 
a teacher until the birth of their first child Vallette in 1961.  His training 
complete, Bill and Laura Lee moved to his hometown of Beaumont, Texas 
in 1962.  There the family grew with the arrival of sons Will in 1964 and 
Travis in 1968.  Laura Lee made her home with Bill in Beaumont until her 
death on August 31, 2017.

Laura Lee had a kind and gracious southern spirit.  She loved to laugh, 
particularly at herself.  As a devoted mother, she managed the intricacies 
of her children’s complex schedules with an enthusiasm that confirmed 
her mantra:  “Organization is the key to successful living.”  She brought 
these organization skills to bear when she took over her father’s real 
estate interests in Louisiana in the 1980s and took great pride in learning 
the history of each parcel and keeping her books current and complete.

In mid-life Laura Lee became an avid skier and enjoyed annual girls’ trips 
to Colorado with her ski buddies.  She also had an artistic side.  She was 
an accomplished sculptor and life-long photographer, filling dozens of 
scrapbooks with images of her growing children and the places across 
the globe that she visited with Bill.

It was her commitment to Bill that shaped her life most.  She joined him 
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in embracing many of his interests, learning to shoot skeet, hunt, and 
identify birds, all with great success.  She joined him on camping trips 
at Village Creek, Big Bend, Snowmass Wilderness, and the Green and 
Yukon rivers, to name but a few.  She loved attending Tulane reunions 
with him.  As she and Bill began to spend time in San Miguel de Allende, 
she even tried to learn Spanish at his suggestion, but for once without 
much success.

Laura Lee was a beautiful, vivacious, and affable lady, mother, and wife.  
She will be greatly missed by her family and friends. 

Laura Lee is predeceased by her parents Laura Mae and August Planche, 
Jr.  She is survived by her husband of 59 years William James Graber, 
III of Beaumont; her three children and their spouses, Vallette Graber 
Windham and Russell Windham of Houston, William J. Graber, IV and 
Shannon Jenson Graber of The Woodlands, and Fred Travis Graber and 
Iris Steinebrunner of Dresden, Germany; and seven grandchildren, August 
Windham and Isabel Windham of Houston, Madelaine Graber, William 
J. Graber, V, Abigail Graber, and Andrew Graber of The Woodlands, and 
Alena Graber of Dresden.



Please sign Mrs. Graber’s guestbook and share your memories at 
www.broussards1889.com

Funeral Service
Friday, September 15, 2017   11:00 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
Beaumont, Texas

Graveside Service
Saturday, September 16, 2017   12:00 p.m.

Prairie Lea Cemetery
508 S. Jackson Street

Brenham, Texas 77833


